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Summary 

 
The Roan Plateau rises 3,000 feet northwest of the Town of Rifle, Colo., in the 
mineral-rich Piceance Basin. Prior to 1997, 56,000 acres of the plateau had 
been set aside based on the area’s mineral potential as the Naval Oil Shale 
Reserve, managed by the Dept. of Energy.  

• Transferred to 
the BLM in 
1997 
 

• Formerly the 
Naval Oil 
Shale Reserve 
 

• Originally set 
aside for 
future mineral 
development 
 

• 73,602 BLM 
acres 
 

• 126,00 acres 
included in 
planning area 
 

• No threatened 
or endangered 
species have 
been found on 
the Roan 
Plateau.  

 
In 1997, an Act of Congress transferred management of the Roan Plateau to the 
Bureau of Land Management. This act directs the BLM to prepare a 
management plan, which includes mineral leasing. Under BLM regulations, 
planning for the Roan Plateau is subject to the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLPMA), which directs the BLM to manage public lands for 
multiple use and sustainable yield of resources unless otherwise specified by 
law. In addition, management of the Roan Plateau is subject to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which requires environmental analysis and 
public input in management decisions. 
 
The BLM has engaged the local community through a lengthy public scoping 
process. Rifle, Parachute, Garfield County and the State of Colorado are all 
cooperators on the planning process. 
 
Management as the Naval Oil Shale Reserve left portions of the Roan Plateau 
relatively undisturbed. Nearby oil and gas wells have proven to be some of 
Colorado’s most productive. The success ratio of wells drilled in the area is 97 
percent.  
 
The Roan Plateau supports a number of rare plants and plant communities, 
including some, such as the Parachute Penstemon, that are restricted to the 
Green River Shale Formation and occur nowhere else in the world. Some  
riparian systems are found on the Roan Plateau, home to genetically pure 
populations of Colorado River cutthroat trout. No threatened or endangered 
species have been found in the Roan Plateau.   
 
The current planning area encompasses 126,000 acres of public and private 
property including 73,602 BLM acres. The planning area reflects the BLM 
policy of including adjacent lands that may be affected by management 
decisions. 
 
The BLM will release a draft management plan and assessments of the 
environmental impacts of the alternatives. These alternatives range from a “no 
action” alternative, which would continue existing management practices to 
other management scenarios that balance preservation of existing natural 
resource values with development of some of the nation’s richest mineral 
reserves. The public will have 90 days to comment on the DRAFT plan. 
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